
Botanical Name Thuja Plicata Thuja Plicata Fastigiata Thuja Plicata Green Patch Thuja Plicata Can Can Thuja Plicata Zebrina Thuja Occidentalis Smaragd

Common Name Western Red Cedar Thuja Upright Cedar Green Patch Thuja Can Can Thuja Zebrina Smaragd

General Info

Also known as 'Wintergreen'.  
Dense/compact aromatic 

foliage. Green/yellow cones 
are slendar and up to 18mm in 
length. Male red/purple pollen 
cones 3-4mm long shed yellow 

pollen in spring.

Upright compact and dense 
foliage that prunes well

Upright compact tree with 
dense aromatic foliage

Slightly aromatic very dense 
foliage 

Slightly aromatic compact/
dense feathery foliage.  Conical 

but very broad at the base. 
'Zebrina' is a variegated form of 

Western Red Cedar.

Slightly aromatic compact/
dense foliage. Low 

maintenance. Urn-shaped 
cones are slender, yellow-green 
ripening brown and 10–15mm 

long.

Growth Speed Moderate Moderate: 5m in first 10 years Moderate: 5m in first 10 years Slow to moderate: 2.5m tall and 
2m wide in first 10 years Moderate:  4m in 10 years Slow

Colour Deep green with bronze 
overtones in winter Dark green Dark green White tips on a dark green 

foliage Green & gold striped Bright Green

Hedge / Screen x x x x x x

Drought Hardy x x x x x  - 

Frost Hardy x x x x x x

Pots x x x x - x

Coastal  - x x  -  - x

Full/Part Sun x x x x x x

Wind Hardy x x x x x x
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To determine the growth speed use the following key as a general guide.  Slow:  <0.3m per year   Moderate: 0.3m - 0.7m per year  Fast: > 0.7m per year
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